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Merry
Christmas
I can’t believe it’s that time of the year again — where does the time go!!!
I hope you have all had a successful year competing with your equine friends or if you just like to hack out, I
hope you have enjoyed some lovely hacks.
As we approach the end of 2018, there are some people who have tirelessly given their time during the year and
on behalf of the Committee I would like to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU to them: Malcolm Jolly who has gone out
numerous times and cleared trees for us; Helen Turk who gives up her whole day for every single dressage event
that we hold; Janice Joseph for continuing to organise the dog show; David Figg for being a great quiz master,
despite the bad jokes; Jules Vear for doing the dressage times, Bowles & Co Solicitors for their very generous
sponsorship until August this year, and last but definitely not least, Diana Bartoloni-Samuel for allowing us to
use Saddlecombe for our events. From me personally, a big thank you to the rest of the Committee who put a
lot of work into the Association and without whom HHRA wouldn’t exist — thank you fellow Committee
members!!
Talking of fellow Committee members, Glynis who is our membership secretary is standing down from the role
as she has a very busy year ahead, so if anyone is interested in taking the role on, please let any one of the
Committee know, we’re a friendly bunch!
A massive congratulations to our Autumn Dressage Series winners: Intro — Ruby Derrick & Holly Brook Voyager,
Prelim — Lucie Jones & Ross House Sea Spring and finally, Novice/Elementary — Livvy Hammond & Iarla. Go to
page 4 to see the presentation of their trophies.
Is anyone going to Olympia this year? I’m going on Thursday morning. The young lady who rides Blue Cross
Jack, has qualified her own horse, Jacob (very hairy traditional piebald cob). He is 20 years old and apparently,
it’s the third time he has qualified. I’m so excited to be going to watch someone I know (even though I don’t
know her really well)!
I don’t know if you enjoy them, but I’ve included a little Christmas quiz just in case you get bored at any time
during the festive period. The answers are on page 9, but no peeking.
We would really like members to be more involved and Karen is creating a Survey Monkey to get your thoughts
and ideas, so when it becomes available (we will let you know), please do complete it as we want to put events
on that you want to do. Alternatively, please contact any of the Committee members and let them know about
any ideas you have.
Anyway, I’m going on too much as always. From all on the Committee, we hope you have a FAB Christmas and
New Year and hope that whatever your plans with your equine (and doggy) friends are for 2019, that you have a
fun and successful season. We look forward to seeing you at our events.
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PROFILE — KAREN MARKS

I am Karen and am the Treasurer for HHRA. I got involved with HHRA when I volunteered to be a
steward for the Fun Ride in 2017, which unfortunately was then cancelled that year. I then went along
to a meeting aimed at recruiting new members and then joined the Committee.
Bailey and I have been together for 5 years and although originally we went to see him as a prospect for
my daughter, he quickly became a mother/daughter share. This then became more 'mother' as daughter
went off to University.
In the first few years we did a bit of everything; jumping, hacking, dressage, cross country. He adores
cross country and it really was his forte in his younger years. He is now 20 and has arthritis in his front
legs and so we go for the quiet life now. However he doesn't always see it that way, and out on the
Downs he will be the one prancing around etc., whilst the other (younger) horses behave impeccably.
We try and do as many flat work clinics as possible, such as pole clinics and I was sorry to have missed
the Le Trec this year, but I hope to go next year as HHRA are planning another one for 2019.
I am putting together a Survey Monkey for HHRA to send out to members to canvas their views on a
range of things, but would thoroughly recommend joining the Committee as new members are very
warmly welcomed and new ideas/new approaches very much appreciated.

HORSIN’ AROUND
FR A SMILE!
“Will I ever be able to race my horse again”, the owner asked the vet.
The vet replied, “You certainly will, and you’ll probably beat her too!”
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RESULTS
Dressage — 14 October 2018
Held at Saddlecombe by kind permission of Mrs Diana Bartolini-Samuel.
Intro A — Judge: Miranda Golding
1st

Katie McHugh & Spirit

2nd Ruby Derrick & Holly Brook Voyager
3rd

Jenny Hutchinson & Frankie

Prelim 12 — Judge: Madeleine Herridge
1st

Liz Turner & Billy

2nd Lucie Jones & Ross House Sea Spring
3rd

Julie Willis & Galia

Prelim 14 — Judge: Madeleine Herridge
1st Liz Turner & Billy
2nd Sarah Brooks & Comic
3rd

Margaret Vickery & Wonderland Saphire

Novice 34/Elementary 42 — Judge: Madeleine Herridge
1st

Livvy Hammond & Iarla (N)

2nd Sue Morriss & Felix (N)
3rd

Sarah Brooks & Comic (N)

DRESSAGE — 14 October 2018
The weather was foul for this event and despite a few people pulling out there was still a really good attendance; in fact
seven of the competitors were from the yard where we keep our horses. Only a few of the girls had done some dressage
before (and some of those not for a long time). It was the first time for the others and you will never have seen fear like
it! You know what though, they all did an amazing job despite the fact the nerves prevented them from hearing David
call the tests for them. Katie McHugh and Spirit won the class and I think she is still in shock from that; Jenny
Hutchinson and Frankie managed 3rd place, Channelle Ilunga and Buddy came 4th and Claire Lawrence and Paddy came
equal 6th. Originally, nine had booked in for it, but two had to pull out. Jack had a sore back because of his saddle and
the saddler advised Izzy against it, and Caitlin had a plaster cast removed from her arm a couple of days before the
event, and had to be operated on again the day before the show. Even though three didn’t get placed, they all received
very respectable scores and should be so proud of themselves. Lucy Jones had her first outing on Holly who she bought
from Orchard Cottage Riding School when they closed down. Lucy and Holly produced a very respectable test despite
not getting placed; well done Lucy. Well done also to Livvy Hammond who won the Novice/Elementary class with Iarla —
Livvy also went on to win the trophy for the Autumn series. Apart from the lovely rosettes, the prizes for first place
were a hoof pick and salt lick.
Thank you to Miranda and Madeleine who so generously gave their time to judge for us, Glynis, Liz and Jules for
organising and sorting times and scoring, Helen Turk who gives up her day to help at every dressage event that we hold
(you’re AMAZING, Helen!) and last but definitely not least, Diana Bartolini-Samuel for allowing us to use Saddlecombe. I
hope I haven’t forgotten anyone — big apologies if I have — thank you!
HALLOWEEN QUIZ NIGHT — 30 October 2018
The quiz night was well attended as always with 6 teams competing against each other. Quite a few arrived in fancy
dress and the winning team for the fancy dress was The Highfield Witches. The quiz itself was very close and the
winners of the quiz, winning wine and chocolates, were The Nightmares Before Christmas with a score of 64.
Hurstfield’s Hooligans came 2nd with 63.5 and Freaky Five Acres were 3rd with 60 points. As always, we held a raffle
with some lovely prizes and had a lovely fish and chip supper, courtesy of Posh Plaice at Tattenham Corner.
Thank you to Glynis for taking the entries, Lucy for getting the prizes, Janice for organising the fish and chips, David for
being a great quiz master, everyone who helped to clear away at the end of the evening, but most of all, everyone who
attended.

The Highfield Witches

The Nightmares
Before Christmas
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Fun
Ride CONT’D.
— 18 June 2016
RESULTS
Dressage - 4 November 2018
Held at Saddlecombe by kind permission of Mrs Diana Bartolini-Samuel.
Intro B — Judge: Zoe Golding
1st

Chris Lister & Abbey Dock

2nd Ruby Derrick & Holly Brook Voyager
3rd

Unfortunately, I wasn't able to
attend this event, but I hope you
all enjoyed yourselves and were
happy with how your tests went.
As I wasn’t there, here are a
couple of photos from previous
events this year.

Jackie Harding & Cool Amber Babe

Prelim 7 — Judge: Tuppence Silverio
1st

Lucie Jones & Ross House Sea Spring

2nd Jane Tucker & Ted
3rd

Liz Visagie & Rio

Prelim 14 — Judge: Tuppence Silverio
1st

Sarah Brooks & Comic

2nd Lizzie Turner & Billie
3rd

Lucie Jones & Ross House Sea Spring

Novice 30/Elementary 42 — Judge: Tuppence Silverio
1st

Carolina Daubeney-Bruil & The Rocket Man (E)

2nd Lizzie Turner & Billie (N)
3rd

Zoe Brooks & Chops (E)

AUTUMN DRESSAGE SERIES RESULTS
INTRO — Ruby Derrick & Holly Brook Voyager
PRELIM — Lucie Jones & Ross House Sea Spring
NOVICE/ELEMENTARY — Livvy Hammond & Iarla

Ruby Derrick

Lucie Jones

Did you know that there used to be Horse Long Jump in the Olympics?
While the long jump event has tested the athletic prowess of track and field
stars from around the world, back in the Paris Games of 1900, horses were
given the chance to show off how far they could leap. As part of the
equestrian events, horse long jump only had one Olympics to make its mark
and it failed to do so spectacularly. No one could accuse equestrian horses of
not being athletic, yet the winning leap, from Belgium’s Constant van
Langendonck on board the horse Extra Dry, measured only 6.10 meters. Not
too shabby, until you consider the world record for long jump by a human is
8.95 meters!

Livvy Hammond
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NOSEY’S NOTES
Happy Christmas everyone.
Well my mum got on board for the first time at the end of August. I was a
very good girl and just stood there, mind you, dad was feeding me treats. I
was a bit confused at first because mum’s voice was coming from on top of
me rather than from the floor and I didn’t really understand that.
Anyway, mum started to ride me four times a week, most of the time in the
school but we did go into the field a couple of times and also went for a walk
along the road – that was quite exciting. I really marched out to start, but
soon relaxed because mum spoke to me and patted me lots so that I knew I was being a good girl.
We also walked over some poles in the school – I enjoy doing that. We did big circles and little
circles, loops and three loop serpentines. To start with I didn’t know how to go forward with someone on board, but mum kept encouraging me and gave me lots of praise when I did which really
helped. I like to know that I’m being a good girl and I really like getting lots of praise and
especially like getting treats!
Unfortunately, just as I was ready to start doing a bit more, mum’s hip started to play up so I’ve
had a bit of time off work again, but she’s hoping to start riding again after Christmas, hip and
weather permitting! I hope so, because I do like getting lots of attention.
We had a little fun Christmas Show at the yard at the beginning of December. Mum judged the
dressage classes in the morning and then we had a handy pony class which was created by dad
and a very small jumping class. Once everyone else had gone in the handy pony, dad took Snowie
in. Snowie has never done anything but was really good going round the course. Then dad took
me in; he let us both down because he had trouble getting the ball into the bucket but he was a bit
quicker on my turn and so I managed to win 5th place and got my first ever rosette. Mum and
dad said they were very proud of both me and Snowie!!
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A TRIBUTE TO HARRY
I’m sure you will all remember, and probably know Becky, who was on the Committee until the end of last
year. Becky has recently lost her beloved Harry who she rescued from a bad situation as a rising 2 year old. He
was a trotter and had been raced and that combined with not having the best conformation made getting to the
age of 12 years old really amazing and a real credit to Becky’s care. Harry chipped a bone in the Summer and
also had a hole in his suspensory ligament. Despite 12 weeks of rest and 6 weeks of shock wave therapy,
subsequent scans showed his ligament deteriorating, and as Harry wasn’t even field sound, Becky felt the
kindest thing to do was to have him PTS. The vet agreed that there was very little, or no chance of the
ligament ever mending due to his poor conformation.
I love Becky’s boys, but if I’m honest, Harry was my favourite — there was just something about him that really
drew me to him. Maybe it had something to do with him having such a bad start, I don’t honestly know; but I
will miss him too and am so pleased that I met him.
Becky couldn’t have done more for Harry (indeed, she can’t do more for any of her boys) - they have (and had)
a wonderful life with her and if there is such a thing as re-incarnation, I definitely want to come back as one of
Becky’s horses!
Rest in peace lovely Harry — you’re now running free with Tilly, Blue and Cohete and I’m sure, causing plenty of
mischief.

2019 Events
The only events we have dates for so far are the dressage dates for the 2019 Spring Series and they are:
24th March
14th April
28th April
There will be 1 Intro class, 2 prelim classes and 2 Novice classes. As we get so few entries for the
Elementary, this will only be ridden if specifically asked for.
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ (answers on page 9, no peeking)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

In the 1947 Christmas comedy-drama Miracle on 34th Street, which actress plays the
little girl brought up not to believe in Santa Claus?
What was controversial about the images on the first commercially produced Christmas
cards by Henry Cole in 1843?
My Brother and I and Turkey Dinner were two Christmas Specials of which classic series?
At the beginning of the first ever episode of The Simpsons, which song is sung by the kids of Springfield Elementary school at their annual Christmas pagent?
Who played the character Lee Christmas in The Expendables series of action films?
Which famous playwright was frightened of Christmas?
Which famous advertising phrase was created by Clarissa Baldwin?
Can you solve the following Christmassy anagrams: (a) Is a tin poet, (b) Drastic charms, © Tense aggressions,
and (d) Deplored, he is the odder runner?
Name the Christmas carol sung by Bing Crosby which is the third best-selling single of all-time?
The American states of Georgia, Arizona, and Indiana all have towns that share which same Christmassy
name?
In the popular Christmas movie Home Alone, to which country were Kevin's parents going on holiday?
Which 2004 Christmas comedy film is based on the John Grisham novel Skipping Christmas?
What first appeared in a 1939 booklet written by Robert May?
Which Sesame Street Muppets share their names with the policeman and the taxicab driver in the film It's a
Wonderful Life?
The movie White Christmas was set in which American state?
Former choirboy Peter Auty is famous for singing which song?
'I saw three ship come sailing in' is the first line of the carol I Saw Three Ships, what is the second line?
Panettone, a type of sweet bread loaf, is traditionally eaten in which country at Christmas?
Who had a big hit single in 1975 with 'I Believe in Father Christmas'?
Which Christmas carol tells the story of a Czech king on a journey to give alms to the poor?
What name are reindeers better known by in North America?
In which film does James Bond pose as Russian nuclear scientist whem meeting American nuclear physicist
Doctor Christmas Jones?
What item, sometimes hung on Christmas trees, is said to represent a Christian bishop's crosier?
Which item associated with Christmas was invented in Nuremberg, Germany, in 1610?
In tradition, if a child behaves badly during the year what might they receive in their stocking?
Which Christmassy song plays at the end of the 1988 film Die Hard?
How many Christmas number ones has Cliff Richards' had?
Name the only act to have four Christmas number ones?
'One More Sleep' is a song recorded by which British singer?
Which Elvis Presley song was a 1962 Christmas number one?
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The Headley Heath Riders Association

A Horse Stood At The Pulpit
Poem by Marilyn Lott

BHS Info:
You may or may not be aware, but in 2026 if a bridleway is not recorded, it will no longer be a bridleway!
We have just seven years left to record bridleways
before they are extinguished from the map?
Please read and share how you can help:
http://www.bhs.org.uk/access-and-bridleways/2026
Also, we were asked at the AGM how to claim the
30% discount in the first year of membership with the
BHS. Caroline has kindly investigated and we can
now advise as follows — this is an extract from a
letter that is part of the welcome pack:
If you are a member of an EAG you are eligible for
30% off your first year’s membership if you join the
BHS. To take up this discount you need to quote
EAG15 and call us on 02476 840506 with the name of
the EAG that you are a member of. Thank you for
affiliating your group and supporting the work of The
British Horse Society. We wish your group all the
success in achieving its aims.
(We think EAG might be Equestrian Access Group).

What if an old horse stood at the pulpit?
Oh, I can see him standing there
His warm eyes are filled with wisdom
And we know he really cares.

He wants to tell us many things
With his heart so full of love
He tells it like it is
Just like a message from above.
For his age is instrumental
In teaching love and grace
Yes, he lived a life so different
In his honest, open space.
He became just like his barn
In that he’s passed the test of time
He’s like a weary old warrior
No better messenger could you find.
What if an old horse was at the pulpit?
What would he say to you and me?
I’ll bet when he was finished
We would experience tranquility!

LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK!
facebook.com/headleyheathridersassociation
And finally...
We would really like you as members to contribute to the Newsletter, so please do feel free to send us
any articles, photos or jokes that you would like to share. You may have done your first dressage or
clinic and want to share your experience with others to encourage them to have a go.
At least let us know whether you have enjoyed an event or not; if we have feedback we will know if
there are areas that need improvement. Perhaps there is a particular event that you would like us to
hold - let us know and we’ll see what we can do.
If you would like to advertise anything in the Newsletter (members only), let us know - it’s free!
We would really appreciate your help at events so that we can continue to run them, so if you are able
to spare even just an hour or two to help at any event, do please let us know. If you would like to help
but feel worried because you don’t know what will be expected of you, please contact us and we will
answer any questions you may have and put your mind at rest. We’re a very friendly bunch, despite
what you might have heard.
You can either contact HHRA at headleyheathridersassociation@yahoo.co.uk
or me directly, at Janetfigg@hotmail.co.uk.
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Natalie Wood
Showed a family drinking wine and also children drinking (advocates of temperance
said it promoted drunkenness and many were outraged by children drinking).
Dad’s Army
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Jason Statham
Noel Coward
A Dog is for Life, not just for Christmas
(a) Poinsettia, (b) Christmas card, (c) Season's Greetings, and (d) Ruldolph the red-nosed reindeer
Silent Night
Santa Claus
France
Christmas with the Kranks
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Bert and Ernie
Vermont (Pine Tree, Vermont)
Walking in the Air (the theme song to the 1982 animated film The Snowman)
On Christmas day on Christmas day
Italy
Greg Lake
Good King Wenceslas
Caribou
The World Is Not Enough
Candy cane or peppermint stick
Tinsel
A piece of coal
Let it Snow (also known as 'Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!')
Four
The Beatles
Leona Lewis
Return to Sender
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