
Hello members.  I hope you are all doing ok.   

First of all, on behalf of the Committee I would like to say thank you for your continued support this year and we all 

hope that you have a wonderful Christmas and that 2021 allows you to go out and about with your equine friends. 

We have now come out of our second lockdown of the year, due to Covid-19.  What an incredibly strange and awful 

year!  Lets keep everything crossed that the vaccination works and our lives can go back to normal. 

As the only event that HHRA has been able to hold this year has been the side saddle clinic, we decided that we 

would combine the Autumn/Winter Newsletters in the hope that I can give you something to read and hopefully 

make it an interesting Newsletter. 

As I mentioned in the Summer Newsletter my hip replacement operation was postponed due to Covid and was 

rescheduled for the 19 August.  Well, I’m pleased to say, it went ahead!  I went into hospital on the Wednesday 

morning and was home late afternoon on the Friday.  That was the scary part because of living alone and I was 

supposed to self-isolate for 2 weeks.  This wasn’t possible as there was a lot I wasn’t able to do so David came over 

once a day, every day to do the things that I couldn’t.  It’s crazy because there are lots of things that you would 

just do, like putting socks and boots on, and although I’m doing it now, I’m still finding it hard to do the right side 

and it’s taking me longer — it’s SO frustrating!  The recuperation has been tough and I feel that I’ve still got a long 

way to go, but I’m making good progress and went back to work at the end of November, on a phased return.  I’ve 

been a good girl though and done (and still doing) the exercises.  It’s quite amazing, the hip pain (and the rest) was 

gone immediately, a bit like having a bad tooth removed!   

I’m hoping that next Spring I will be able to start working Nosey again.  My plan is to start from scratch with her as 

she will have had just over 2 years off work.  This will help my fitness levels as well before I try to get back on 

board. 

It’s been such a shame that nearly everything has been cancelled this year, but hopefully you will have been able to 

take your horses/ponies out to do something.  I’ve really missed not going out to places this year, just to watch 

people compete and to be able to just decide on the day, ‘oh let’s go to Wisley today’.  I know Wisley and the 

National Trust places opened but having to book in advance means it could be pouring with rain on the day you 

choose which is not good for my camera and it takes the enjoyment out of the visit for me.  Let’s keep everything 

crossed that 2021 is a better and normal year — it certainly won’t be anymore abnormal, that’s for sure! 
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Jo Strange kindly did a side saddle clinic for us on 11 October at Saddlecombe Stud which was a great success even 
though there were only three people who did it.  Jo is a Side Saddle Association A and RWYM accredited coach. 

Jo was very informative and is very passionate about the workings of the side saddle and also the tradition on how 
ladies used to ride.  The ladies who attended advised that they were sorry not to have had a riding habit to ride in 
to complete the look.  Jo provided the side saddles and all precautions were taken to ensure safety throughout the 
clinic. 

The horses were all well behaved even though two of them had never had a side saddle on before and the third had 
only worn one once before. 

The sun was shinning and Saddlecombe’s outdoor area rode really well. 

A big thank you to Mrs Diana Bartolini Samuel for allowing us to use Saddlecombe for the clinic and Liz Gill for kindly 
taking the time to capture the fun. 
 
 

HORSIN’ AROUND  

FR A SMILE! 

A man in a movie theatre notices what looks like a horse sitting next to him.  

"Are you a horse?" asked the man, surprised.  

"Yes."  

"What are you doing at the movies?"  

The horse replied, "Well, I liked the book."  
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Queen Elizabeth II and Burmese 

As you will know, the Royal family has been known for their deep love and appreciation of horses for generations.  
Queen Elizabeth II has been one of the most prominent members of the Royal Family who has always loved and  

dedicated a large part of her life and time to her horses.  Her love of horses and the passion she's had for them goes 
back to when she was a very young girl.  She had her very first pony at the age of three and is still rides today in her 90s.  

To this day the royal family breeds some of the best horses in the UK, their horses winning almost every race in most  
recent history.  From a very young age, the Queen has owned and loved many spectacular horses.  The standout of these 

beauties being Burmese, a stunning black mare that was gifted to her by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1969.  

For 18 years, the Queen rode Burmese in the Trooping the Colour Parade.  She rode Burmese next to President Ronald 
Reagan and she was also riding Burmese in 1981 when 6 blank shots were fired at her during her birthday parade.  The 
stunning horse stood strong for her beloved Queen who recovered almost instantly and continued riding with her head 
held high.  Burmese was retired in 1986 and put out to pasture at Windsor Castle until her death in 1990.  She is buried 
on the grounds of the castle, which is an extreme honour and a very unique one.  The Queen had a statue commissioned 
in honour of Burmese's life and today it stands in front of the Saskatchewan Legislature Building in Regina, Canada.  This 

was where Burmese was born.   

In the UK's history the Queen has been ranked as one of the top horse breeders.  She has also been ranked as one of the 
highest-profile horseback riding devotees in the world.  Burmese was born in 1962 and was trained by corporal Fred  
Rasmussen.  The Queen rode her daily when she was staying at her country house and not just during her birthday       
parades.  She was a stunning sight to see when she was being ridden and is still remembered as one of the most       

beautiful horses in royal history.   

SIDE SADDLE CLINIC 



NOSEY’S NOTES 

Hello everyone.  It’s been a very strange year and on top of Covid, I’ve 

had to do without my mummy for a few months due to her getting a new 

hip.  She did come to visit at the weekends when friends were able to bring 

her, but it wasn’t the same as having her around properly.  I was a very 

good girl when she came to visit.  I was very gentle with her and called 

when I saw her.  She has said that next Spring she will start to work me 

again and will start from scratch as it will have been just over two years 

since I was last ridden.  I’m really pleased about this as once I understood 

what was being asked of me, I enjoyed working and spending one to one 

time with my mummy.  Don’t tell mummy, but I enjoyed the treats even more! 

Just before mummy had to self-isolate for her operation, we had a little fun show at the yard 

and it was judged by Tik Tokkers.  It was good fun and I won the best mane and tail class. 

I’ve had a groom with Gem in the field for the first time since we have been at our yard.  Gem 

doesn’t always want to be close to Snowie and me so even if she does come towards us we move 

away because we think she is going to be cross with us and we don’t want to get told off. 

I’ve found a nice patch of stinging nettles at the side of the field where daddy puts our poo so 

when we get turned out in the mornings I trot straight across the field to go and eat them.  The 

only thing is Snowie has decided it’s fun to do as well.  I try and beat her over to them, but 

sometimes, I need to go back to daddy for an extra treat which means she gets there first on 

those days. 

Hopefully, by the time the next Newsletter comes out, this Covid virus will be well on it’s way 

out and we will be able to get back to normal and mummy and daddy (especially mummy) will 

be able to do a lot more with us.  We love our mummy and daddy.  
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THE LIFE OF A CAMDEN HORSE 

IMAGINE THIS — IT’S 1830, THE STREETS ARE A CACOPHONY OF HORSE HOOVES, THE WHEELS OF CARTS 
CLATTERING LOUDLY AGAINST THE COBBLES. 

Cars haven’t been invented yet and horse and cart is the only real means of travel for far flung  
destinations.  There are a few milestones in Camden ’s history as significant as those that happened 
within the 19th century, an era known as the ‘Industrial Revolution’.  In 1837 the London and  
Birmingham Railway was opened and the Camden Goods Station was built two years later.  

Camden Goods Station brought employment and industry to the borough on a mass scale.  The operation 
of the railways required the use of horses for pulling trains, or parts of trains from the main railway 
line to the canal, as well as for transporting goods and passenger luggage.  Heavy duty work was      
typically done by Shire horses or Clydesdales.  All the horses worked hard and at the end of a long day, 
they would retire to stables blocks within the station.  Tack rooms, saddler ’s workshops and a horse 
hospital were also built inside the very buildings now known as Camden Market ’s, The Stables. 

Towards the end of the 19th century there were about 250,000 horses working in London with thousands 
and thousands of stables across the city.  Today Camden Market is widely considered as the finest  
surviving example of this.  However, the buildings that have now become a historic landmark are quite 
literally just the tip of the iceberg.  The stable blocks built between 1854 and 1856 were part of the 
Camden Goods Station.  The building of this also saw the development of a network of horse tunnels  
located bellow the depot connecting the railway to the canal.  

The structure was built to provide a safe walkway for the horses carrying goods to the Regent ’s Canal, 
as well as an easy access route to the Stables yard.  From street level the route of the tunnels can be 
traced by following the cast-iron grilles placed at regular intervals into the road.  Those ‘windows’ 
were the only source of light for the horses working below.  At its peak the network was used by over 
500 horses and for the next 100 years horses would remain central to the operation of the station,  
collecting and distributing goods.  The very last shunting horse was withdrawn from duty in 1967 and 
the depot was closed in 1980. 

Both the Eastern and the Western Horse Tunnels are still largely preserved and areas of them could be 
accessed by the public.  What we now know as the Horse Tunnel Market is the entrance to the Eastern 
Horse Tunnel, running from the Stables Market to The Henson on Oval Road.  The Western Horse Tunnel 
covers the area from the back of Morrisons to Princess Road and although it is mostly closed, at its  
Primrose Hill end the tunnel has been re-purposed and converted into a restaurant.  

The area’s incredibly rich history is an essential part of what makes Camden Market the unique,  
colourful and vibrant place it is today.  
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HORSES OF A LIFETIME 

MILTON foaled on 16 February 1977 and was by the Dutch Warmblood, Marius out of the Irish Draught mare,  
Aston Answers.  His lines included successful sports horses in both paternal and maternal lines, his sire being at 
international level and his dam a Grade A national level jumper.  Although better known as Milton his official 
name was Marius Silver Jubilee and he was a grey gelding standing at 16.2hh.  He was successfully show jumped 
by John Whitaker.  

When Milton was young, Caroline Bradley who had ridden Marius to international success, told her parents he 
would be her Olympic mount.  She trained him until her death in 1983 after which many offers were made to 
her parents to buy the gelding who had already proven his talent.  They kept the horse.  Stephen Hadley, known 
later as a FEI TV show jumping commentator, rode Milton for a short time before he became a mount of the 
world-renowned international rider John Whitaker.  Milton entered international competition in 1985. 

During his competitive career Milton achieved many international victories and became the first horse outside 
of the racing world to win more than £1m in prize money.  Throughout his career Milton rarely touched a rail or 
refused a fence.  He was a favourite with the crowds, many times ending a successful round with a leap into the 
air.  Even after his retirement at the 1994 Olympia Horse Show he was adored by all.  Milton died on 4 July 1999 
and was buried on the Whitakers' farm in Yorkshire.  

Milton’s achievements included: 

 Over £1m won in prize money 

 Winner of the 1986 Du Maurier Limited International competition, Spruce Meadows, then the richest (in total 
prize money) show jumping competition in the world 

 Individual Silver and Team Gold 1987 European Championships in St Gallen 

 Individual and Team Gold 1989 European Championships in Rotterdam 

 Winner of the 1990 FEI World Cup Final in Dortmund 

 Individual Silver and Team Bronze 1990 World Equestrian Games in Stockholm 

 Winner of the 1991 FEI World Cup Final in Gothenburg 

Here are 12 facts you may not have known about Milton: 

1. Milton was bought in 1977 by the late Caroline Bradley.  Caroline’s mother Doreen described him as “a  
 funny-looking thing — ugly and no bigger than a 13.2hh pony”.  Little did she know that he would grow up to 

become show jumping’s first millionaire. 

2. Milton was a rarity.  He was the product of careful selection by John Harding-Rolls at a time when British 
sport horse breeding was in its infancy.  Caroline bought him because he was by Marius, a Dutch-bred  

 stallion she had partnered to many successes, out of a part-Arab mare from whom he inherited his coat   
colour and tremendous presence.  He also ended up much bigger than his sire, standing 16.2hh in his prime. 

3. He impressed many people throughout his novice career, during which he surprisingly failed to qualify for 
the Foxhunter final after spooking at cars parked around the ringside.  “He was green and his front legs 
were dangly but he had star quality,” remembers John Whitaker with whom Milton was eventually to forge a 
dream partnership. 

4. John was given the ride in the autumn of 1985 when Milton was an eight-year-old.  He jumped the horse at a 
couple of small shows and then took him to a Berlin indoor show where he finished third in the small Grand 
Prix.  That was the beginning of a great partnership that swept all before it. 

5. Milton and John became the mainstays of Britain’s all-conquering team, jumping seven consecutive double 
clears in the Nations Cup. 

6. But Milton missed the Olympic gold he so deserved.  The Bradleys did not want Milton to travel to Seoul in 
1988 fearing that the journey would be too much for him and despite much pressure — including the  

 banishment of the horse and rider from Nations Cup teams for a season — they would not budge. 

7. When Milton finally got his chance in Barcelona in 1992, he was past his prime.  He hated the Spanish going 
and heat but such was his class that he was in the lead coming into the final round. Unfortunately, a stumble 
in the deep sand after jumping into a double left him with no option but to stop and a medal slipped away. 

8. When Milton retired at Olympia in December 1994, it was as show jumping’s first millionaire with winnings 
of more than £1.25m. 

9. But John must also take great credit because the “wonder horse” did have a flaw.  His long stride made it 
difficult for him to clear verticals and John had to change his own style of riding by shortening his stirrups 
and standing Milton off. 
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HORSES OF A LIFETIME Cont’d. 

10. Milton retired to the Whitakers’ Yorkshire farm.  He did make some public appearances but after he survived 
major colic surgery in 1998 the decision was made to let him live out his life in happy retirement with his 
best friend, Hopscotch. 

11.  The following year the colic returned and this time Milton couldn’t fight it off.  He died in July 1998 at what 
these days is considered a young age of 22. 

12.  Milton may have been a superstar but he was also a typical horse.  “He often had a battle of wills with his 
grooms and would push them as far as he could by rooting to the spot or refusing to go into his stable.  He 
also used to take his rugs off and shred them and if he didn’t fancy doing something he would blow  

 raspberries”. 
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Another little horse (pony) you may have heard of is Stroller. 

STROLLER was born in 1950 and was a bay gelding by a Thoroughbred sire out of a Connemara pony mare and 
stood around 14.1hh.  He was the only pony to compete at the Olympics in show jumping. 

Stroller was a member of the British team who competed in the 1968 Olympics in Mexico, ridden by Marion 
Coakes.  Bill Steinkraus and Snowbound won the Gold Medal while Marion and Stroller won the Individual Silver, 
only four faults behind Steinkraus.  Stroller jumped one of the only two clear rounds in the Olympic individual 
championship.  In 1967 Marion rode Stroller to victory in the Hickstead Derby, the only pony to have ever won 
this event.  This partnership won the Wills Hickstead Gold Medal for points gained in the major events during 
the year.  They won this for five years consecutively from 1965 to 1970.  Stroller was the grand age of 20 when 
he won the 1970 Hamburg Derby.  The pair won 61 international competitions. 

Stroller died of a heart attack at the age 36 in 1986, after 15 years of happy retirement.  He is buried at Barton-
on-Sea Golf Club, New Milton, Hampshire. 

His achievements included: 

 Individual Silver medal at the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico 

 Winner of the Women's Show Jumping World Championships 1965 at Hickstead 

 Won 1967 Hickstead Derby 

 Won 1970 Hamburg Derby (with the only clear round) 

 Winner of the Queen Elizabeth II Cup in 1965 and 1971 

 2nd place in the Women's World Championships 1970 in Copenhagen 

 He was the only pony to compete at International level among horses and win consistently in Europe 

 BHS (British Horse Society) Hall of Fame 
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FROM RAGS TO RICHES — DREAM ALLIANCE 

Dream Alliance was bred by Janet Vokes whose main experience until then had been with breeding whippets and 
racing pigeons.  Whilst working as a barmaid at a local pub she overheard Howard Davies, a local tax adviser, 
discussing a racehorse he had once owned.  She was inspired by the idea and soon after she and her husband  
Brian, found a mare named Rewbell who was available for £1000 due to a barbed wire injury and a very bad 

temperament.  They ultimately bought her for £350 and named Howard Davies as the "racing manager" of the 
group. 

Rewbell was sent to Bien Bien, a stallion in his first year at stud in the UK and the ensuing chestnut foal was 
born on 23 March 2001.  The horse was reared on an allotment in Cefn Fforest near the town of Blackwood in 

south Wales and ultimately 23 different people joined the ownership syndicate.  Each member originally  
contributed £10 per week to help develop the young horse and keep him in race training.  The syndicate was  

organised by Howard Davies who estimated that it would cost £15,000 a year with 30 people each contributing 
£10 a week. 

Dream Alliance moved from the Vokes' allotment to a stable when he was a yearling.  At the age of three he 
came to Philip Hobbs for training after the syndicate had raised enough money to pay the training costs.  On the 
10 November 2004 he came in fourth in his first race and third in the next.  He then came second and finally in 

January 2006 he won his fourth race - hurdles at Chepstow.  He then entered a slump but began winning again in 
April 2007 to when he won the Perth Gold Cup.  In a 2008 preparatory race for the Grand National at the Aintree 

Festival he sliced a tendon on the course and it was only the quick thinking of his jockey and the urging of  

Howard Davies that saved him from being put to sleep.  Treatment required a very new stem cell treatment but 
ultimately he healed and was able to race again.  His winnings were adequate to cover the costs of his surgery 

and 15 months of rehabilitation.  He re-entered race training in July 2009. 

Dream Alliance won the 2009 Welsh National by three-quarters of a length having been ridden by Tom O'Brien.  
As a result of his humble background and the successful treatment, Dream Alliance received significant media  
coverage in the run-up to the 2010 Grand National.  Sadly, he didn’t subsequently complete that race getting 

pulled up after the seventh fence.  After the Grand National he was found to have a lung condition and although 
he ran in seven more races, he didn’t place again.  He was retired in 2012. 

Dream Alliance ran 30 races in all and won £138,646 in prize money.  After all the training and veterinary  
expenses were paid, including his surgery costs, the 23 syndicate members each obtained a profit of £1,430. 

Since 2015 Dream Alliance has been stabled in Somerset under the care of the horse groom who worked for  
Philip Hobbs and took care of him during his career. 

Also in 2015 a film was made about Dream Alliance and the people around him.  It was titled Dark Horse: The  
Incredible True Story of Dream Alliance.  It premiered and at the Sundance Film Festival, won the World Cinema 

audience award. 

Dream Horse, a film about the Alliance Partnership and Dream Alliance starring Toni Collette and Damian Lewis, 
premiered in 2020.rk.[4] 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of the year again so as usual I thought I would give you a Christmas quiz to wile away 
your un-filled hours.  I hope you enjoy it.  The answers are on page 11, but no cheating.  

 

1. Within five years, when was the world's first commercially produced Christmas card commissioned by Sir 
Henry Cole? 

2. In which British city is The Christmas Market and Craft Fair - it's the largest such market outside of Germa-
ny and Austria? 

3. Traditionally, what name was given to the Sunday when families gather together in the kitchen of their 
homes to mix and steam a Christmas pudding? 

4. Which Italian artist painted The Mystical Nativity? 

5. What links Quentin Crisp in 1993, Sharon Osbourne in 2002, Katie Piper in 2009, and whistle-blower Edward 
Snowden in 2013? 

6. In October 2012, Merry Christmas Baby was the first Christmas album by which London born singer-
songwriter? 

7. 'And soon, Miss Fanny Bright Was seated by my side' are two lines from which well known festive song? 

8. Feast of the Holy Innocents, celebrated on December 28, commemorates which King's attempt to kill the 
infant Jesus? 

9. In which decade of the 1800s was Charles Dicken's book ‘A Christmas Carol’, first published? 

10. According to the Guinness World Records which Bing Crosby hit is the third best-selling single worldwide of 
all-time? 

11. Who had the Christmas top spot with Killing in the Name in 2009?  

12. Which popular 1963 Christmas song was written by Edward Pola and George Wyle and sung by Andy Wil-
liams? 

13. Which song reached the number one slot twice, in 1975 and 1991? 

14. Which song has been a Christmas number one for two entirely different artists? 

15. Who was only 52 and didn't wanna die? 

16. As of 2015, which are the only three Christmas number one's to have single word titles? 

17. Which nineties Christmas hit was a song written, composed, and originally sung by Dolly Parton? 

Songs with Christmas in the title - name the artist or group?  

18. Please Come Home For Christmas 

19. Another Rock And Roll Christmas 

20. Christmas Time (Don't Let The Bells End) 
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BHS INFORMATION 

LONDON AND SOUTH EAST 

The government has announced details of the revised three tier alert system for England and which areas would fall into 
each tier:  https:/ /bit.ly/378v1KI.  They also have a Coronavirus helpline which is available to anyone who cares for a 
horse and would like advice and support. You can call them on 02476 840517 (08.35-17.00 Mon-Fri and 10.00-16.00 Sat 
and Sun).  

The positive news is that equestrian activity can largely continue within number and setting restrictions based on the   
area’s tier level.  Read the overview of the tiers and how it relates to equestrianism at the link below: 

https://www.bhs.org.uk/our-charity/press-centre/news/2020/november/england-covid-tier-261120 

Road Safety Week 2020 was a HUGE success with amazing reach and engagement. 

Over 100 pieces in the press ranging from BBC and ITV news to local radio with a total reach of 132 MILLION people.  Who 
spotted some of the coverage?  The videos shared during the week included: 

If you missed them, you can still watch them all in the BHS Facebook playlist:  https:/ /bit.ly/3g8f6jN 

Incidents reported to www.horseincidents.org.uk almost doubled in November.  Reporting is vital and gives a realistic 
picture of what's happening on the road and it allows the BHS to lobby and advise MP's, road safety partnerships, the   
police and other safety organisations. 

Over 11,000 people requested one of the BHS 'Pass horses wide and slow' window stickers.  If you requested one it will be 
with you before Christmas and the BHS would love see your pictures showing them off.  A big thank you from the BHS for 
all of you who commented, shared and generally engaged with the campaign as it really does help to spread the word. 

Do you want to protect and improve the places you love to ride and carriage drive? 

Have you considered becoming a BHS Access and Bridleway Officer?  The BHS are recruiting for volunteers in Surrey, East 
Kent and West Sussex now! 

Help us stay on track and apply today:  www.bhs.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer 

Do you use bridleways near you? 

Do you know whether the routes you ride on are legally recorded? 

Have you considered becoming a BHS 2026 Historical Researcher? 

If you would like more information, please contact volunteer@bhs.org.uk 

 

LONDON AND SOUTH EAST EVENTS 

Saturday, 6 February 2021 from 09:30 -12:30 at Plumpton College 

Your instructor for the day is Debbie Melville, Stage 5 Performance Coach in Complete Horsemanship BHSI 

There are three sessions: flat work, flat work with poles and jumping. 

The clinic starts at 9.30am and each session is for an hour. 

Cost per rider: £30. 

If you are interested in taking part in one of the sessions, please email sue@wylde.me.uk or phone 01273 474919  

Further sessions will take place on Saturday, 27 February, Saturday, 13 March and Saturday, 17 April 2021 

 

CHECK THE BHS ONLIVE EVENTS:  https://www.bhs.org.uk/enjoy-riding/events-and-competitions/ 

The British Horse Society Ireland – Online event 

Monday, 14 December at 19:30 

An online presentation by Mark Robinson, BHS Stage 5 Performance Coach — “Assessing Conformation to Enhance  
Management and Training”.  

  

The British Horse Society North Region – Online event 

Tuesday, 15 December at 19:30 

Virtual Evening Talk — Clean Sport - Would you and your horse pass the test?   
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 Cycling UK  Warwickshire PCC 

 The Horse Box Handyman  Lizzie Greenwood Hughes 

 Jonty Evans Eventing  Dan Campsall 

 Short Strides - The Podcast  Laura Thorogood 
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The Headley Heath Riders Association 

And finally... 

We would really like you as members to contribute to the Newsletter, so please do feel free to send us 
any articles, photos or jokes that you would like to share.  You may have done your first dressage or  

clinic and want to share your experience with others to encourage them to have a go.   

At least let us know whether you have enjoyed an event or not; if we have feedback we will know if 
there are areas that need improvement.  Perhaps there is a particular event that you would like us to 

hold - let us know and we’ll see what we can do. 

If you would like to advertise anything in the Newsletter (members only), let us know - it’s free! 

We would really appreciate your help at events so that we can continue to run them, so if you are able 
to spare even just an hour or two to help at any event, do please let us know.  If you would like to help 
but feel worried because you don’t know what will be expected of you, please contact us and we will 
answer any questions you may have and put your mind at rest.  We’re a very friendly bunch, despite 

what you might have heard. 

You can either contact HHRA at headleyheathridersassociation@yahoo.co.uk   
or me directly, at Janetfigg@hotmail.co.uk. 

LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK! 

facebook.com/headleyheathridersassociation 

CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN 

(John P Read) 

 
Santa, do you know where heaven is? 
Maybe your reindeer know the way. 

For I have a special present 
I need delivered on Christmas day. 

 
For Christmas is a time for sharing 

With those we hold so dear. 
Please take this gift, with all my love 

For an angel who's no longer here. 
 

It's wrapped up in all our memories 
We once shared from the past. 

The ribbons and bows are all our dreams. 
Inside there's a broken heart. 

 
It's such a special parcel. 
Please Santa, don't delay. 

I would love it to be in heaven 
In time for Christmas day. 
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ARE YOU PUSHED FOR TIME EXERCISING OR   
SCHOOLING YOUR HORSE? 

I’m a lightweight male rider (approx. 10½ stone) with 
40 years experience across the disciplines.  I’ve      

previously had 2 horses of my own and competed in 
the major disciplines but am currently horseless (and 
don’t trot up quite sound!)  I’m not looking for a full 
loan or a half-share, but an informal arrangement to 

provide occasional support.  Since I’m self-employed I 
can often make time available during weekdays. 

For more information please contact  

MARTIN 

020 8770 9127 or 07950 969253 

mailto:headleyheathridersassociation@yahoo.co.uk


CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS 

I hope you have enjoyed the quiz and haven’t peeked at the answers.  Here they are for those of you 
who have been good. 

 

1. Any answer between 1838 to 1848 will be accepted but 1843 was the year 

2. Birmingham 

3. Stir-up Sunday 

4. Sandro Botticelli 

5. They've all read the alternative Christmas message (broadcast by Channel 4 since 1993) 

6. Rod Stewart 

7. Jingle Bells 

8. King Herod 

9. Any answer in the 1840s although 1843 is the year 

10. Silent Night 

11. Rage Against the Machine 

12. It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year 

13. Bohemian Rhapsody 

14. Mary's Boy Child (Harry Belafonte in 1957 and Boney M in 1978) 

15. Ernie (The Fastest Milkman in the West) 

16. Goodbye (1998), Hallelujah (2008) and Skyscraper (2013) 

17. I Will Always Love You (Whitney Houston) 

18. Bon Jovi 

19. Gary Glitter 

20. Darkness 

 

 

 

Page 11  Hacks  & Tracks  I ssues 28/29  


