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Merry Christmas
I apologise as I usually like to get this Newsletter out before Christmas, but due to having a cold (yes, just a
cold, not Covid) I wasn’t able to finalise it in time.
As another year draws to an end, we’ve seen a new variant of Covid enter the UK. Is this going to get us down
— I certainly hope not. When we start to feel sorry for ourselves because restrictions are bought back in, just
remember how people must have felt and more importantly how they coped, during World Wars 1 and 2.
People then, had struggles that we can only imagine but they carried on as best they could with their lives and
came out the other side, just as we will. I do feel that 2021 was a better year than 2020, especially with shows
starting up again — I managed to go to Blenheim this year, which was a real treat and also went to the
International London Horse Show, now at the Excel Centre. I’ll be honest, I did think whether I should go or
not, but decided I hadn’t spent all that money on my ticket to let Covid stop me. I took plenty of anti-bacterial
wipes and hand gel and was probably a little excessive in my use of them, but I survived and had a great time.
I hope that you have all had a wonderful Christmas and got to spend lots of time with your gorgeous equines. I
was so looking forward to the break but it has made me realise just how tired I am. I’ve still been getting up at
my normal time but feel like I could sleep for England.
As usual, I have done a Christmas quiz which I hope you will enjoy. The answers are on the back page, but no
peeking until you’ve completed it.

It was lovely to have been able to hold two dressage events in the Autumn and also to see so many of you there,
some regulars and some new faces.
The Committee will meet again in January (Covid permitting) and we will then start to prepare an agenda of
events for 2022, so watch this space. We will of course keep you updated, but if there is an event that you
would like us to consider putting on, please do let us know.
The fencing has been repaired on the track going to Mickleham and we have also put a couple of signs up
reminding drivers that the bridleway is in constant use.
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PROFILE — JANICE JOSEPH
It's me again, Janice, who you may or may not remember was previously on the committee a couple of years
ago as Secretary. After a break, and due to the fact that I have now given up work, I now have more free time
on my hands, hence my return. I still have Boo whom I have had now for three years. Where has that time
gone. You may have remembered me with my dear Norman.
Covid has proved a massive challenge to everyone and HHRA have undoubtedly been affected but hopefully we
are moving forward and planning more events for 2022. Thank goodness for the dressage this year.
I have taken back the role of Secretary and having had my first meeting recently with the other Committee
members, some of whom are new to me, there seemed so much positivity and enthusiasm that it should be a
good 2022, Boris permitting!!
One of my personal favourites was being involved in the dog show. I'm not sure who had more fun, me or the
dogs but it was always a great success and I am so looking forward to that particular event. Hope to see you
there. Happy New Year to all.
I’m sure a lot of you will remember Janice from her previous time on the Committee. Luckily for us, Janice is
now in a position to return to her rightful place. Welcome back Janice, we’ve missed you!

HORSIN’ AROUND
FR A SMILE!
What is the best Christmas present in the world?
A broken drum... you just can't beat it!
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RESULTS
DRESSAGE — 26 September 2021
Class 1: Intro C — Judge: Zoe Golding
1st Melanie Breen & Bubba
2nd Zoe Brooks & Alfie
3rd Janice Joseph & Boo
Class 2: Prelim 14 — Judge: Tuppence Silverio
1st Megan McMillan & Diamond Buster
2nd Jackie Harding & Coolamber Babe
3rd Alex Davenport & Maeve
Class 3: Prelim 18 — Judge: Tuppence Silverio
1st Megan McMillan & Diamond Buster
2nd Laura Taply & Noveau
3rd Anne van Ysendyck & Dare Devil
Class 4: Novice 34 — Judge: Tuppence Silverio
1st Jenny Lovegrove & Dolly
2nd Laura Taply & Noveau

DRESSAGE — 26 September 2021
At last we are back with some events. Although the event wasn’t as busy as usual, it was still a good day
and it was lovely to see those who attended, some old and some new faces.
Well done to everyone who competed especially those who got placed. A special mention to Megan
McMillan and Diamond Buster who won both of the Prelim classes with 70.8% in Prelim 14 and 72.9% in
Prelim 18. Laura Taply and Noveau also had a fantastic day coming 2nd in Prelim 8 with 68.3% and 2nd in
Novice 34.
I also want to say that you can see how much work Jenny Lovegrove has put in with Dolly — she has
improved and calmed down so much and looked fantastic so well done Jenny.
Lucy Jones has also worked really hard with Holly. The difference since I last saw her is amazing, well
done Lucy.
Whether you went home with a rosette or not, I hope you were pleased with your four legged fur babies.
It’s obviously great to go home with a rosette but the most important thing is that you were pleased with
your horse/pony.
I would like to say thank you to Diana Bartolini-Samuel for kindly allowing us to use Saddlecombe, to the
judges who so kindly gave up their time to judge the classes, Zoe Golding and Tuppence Silverio; Liz Gill,
Helen Turk, Glynis Bunch, Sarah Griffiths, Lucy Jones and anyone else who I may have forgotten.
Without all your hard work, these events couldn’t run so thank you.
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RESULTS
DRESSAGE — 17 October 2021
Class 1: Intro A — Judge: Miranda Golding
1st Freya Porter & Oreo
2nd Caitlin Lawrence & Gracies Invisible Dream
3rd Christine Lister & Abbey Dock
Class 2: Prelim 1 — Judge: Hazel Wells
1st Megan McMillan & Diamond Buster
2nd Jackie Harding & Coolamber Babe
3rd Lucy Jones & Holly
Class 3: Prelim 12 — Judge: Hazel Wells
1st Megan McMillan & Diamond Buster
2nd Yolande Joubert & Hello Max
3rd Sophie Hutton & Timmy Taylor
Class 4: Novice 28 — Judge: Hazel Wells
1st Ellie Beattie & Dun to Pretty
2nd Yolande Joubert & Hello Max
3rd Sarah James & Glenmore Tom
DRESSAGE — 17 October 2021
Today’s dressage saw a large increase in entries, much more the norm for our dressage events. It was
lovely to see so many of you there.
First of all, I would like to apologise for not getting any photos of the Novice class. Unfortunately, I
managed to change a setting on my camera and it took a while to work out what I had done and I didn’t
think it was fair to get photos of some and not others in the class.
Megan McMillan had another very successful day, winning both of her classes with Buster Diamond with
72.10% in Prelim 1 and 68.88% in Prelim 12, well done Megan. Jolande Joubert also had a very successful
day, coming 2nd in both of her classes with Hello Max — 68.33% in Prelim 12 and 67.08% in Novice 28,
well done Jolande.
Caitlin Lawrence rode her new pony, Gracies Invisible Dream into 2nd place in the Intro, scoring 68.69%.
It wasn’t that long ago that Caitlin had zero confidence so this was a fantastic result for her.
Jo Young and her youngster, Tynagh Junie scored a very respectable 63.91% and was only just outside the
placings, so well done Jo. I look forward to watching your progress together.
I would like to say thank you to Diana Bartolini-Samuel for kindly allowing us to use Saddlecombe, to the
judges who so kindly gave up their time to judge the classes, Miranda Golding and Hazel Wells; Liz Gill,
Helen Turk, Glynis Bunch, Sarah Griffiths, Lucy Jones and anyone else who I may have forgotten.
Without all your hard work, these events couldn’t run so thank you.

Page 5

H a c ks & T ra ck s

I ss ue 3 3

NOSEY’S NOTES
Hello everyone. It’s been nearly six months since I lost my best friend,
Snowie and I do still miss her (I know that mummy and daddy do too) and
I think Gem might, but it’s difficult to know for sure with her. I was very
down for a month or so after Snowie went to horsey heaven but mummy
was very kind to me and didn’t push me hard.
At the end of September we had a new mare come onto the yard. She had
come straight from Ireland and was going to join us in our field.
Unfortunately, she picked up a virus on the journey over and I got it. I
had a very snotty nose and was coughing so mummy had to stop working me again and asked
the vet to come and see me. She confirmed I had a virus and gave me some anti-biotics and
respiratory powders and told mummy that I should have three weeks off work and then start
slowly again. I don’t think mummy was very happy because it’s been start, stop, start, stop
since she first started to back me three years ago.
Anyway, I am fully better now and have been working on the lunge and long reins. Mummy
is very pleased with me because I am trotting for longer and staying out on a bigger circle (I
do still try and stop when she tells me I’m a good girl though — well, she might be going to give
me a treat). I am also getting used to keeping walking when I come down from trot on a circle
when mummy’s using the long reins.
I do try very hard to please because if I’m a good girl I know I will get a treat.
Anyway, I hope you all had a good Christmas and got lots of carrots in your stockings.

Gem has tried to help Nosey since losing Snowie.
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SANTA CLAUS’S REINDEER
In traditional festive legend and popular culture, Santa Claus's reindeer are said to pull a sleigh through the night
sky to help Santa Claus deliver gifts to children on Christmas Eve.
The number of reindeer characters, and the names given to them vary in different versions, but those
frequently cited in the United States are the eight listed in Clement Clarke Moore's 1823 poem A visit from St.
Nicholas, the work that is probably responsible for the reindeer becoming popularly known: Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen.
The popularity of Robert L. May's 1939 storybook ‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer’ and the 1949 Christmas song
‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer’ has resulted in Rudolph often being included as the ninth character.
Many other variations in reindeer names and number have appeared in fiction, music, film and TV.
The first reference to Santa's sleigh being pulled by a reindeer appears in Old Santeclaus with Much Delight, an 1821
illustrated children's poem published in New York. The names of the author and the illustrator are not known.
The poem, with eight colored lithographic illustrations, was published by William B. Gilley as a small paperback
book entitled ‘The Children's Friend’: A New-Year's Present, to the Little Ones from Five to Twelve. The illustration
to the first verse features a sleigh with a sign saying "REWARDS" being pulled by an unnamed single reindeer.
The 1823 poem by Clement C. Moore, A Visit from St. Nicholas (also known as 'Twas the Night Before Christmas), is
largely credited for the modern Christmas lore that includes eight named reindeer.
The poem was first published in the Sentinel of Troy, New York on 23 December 1823. All eight reindeer were
named, the first six being Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet and Cupid, and the final two "Dunder" and
"Blixem" (meaning thunder and lightning in colloquial New York Dutch). The names of the last two reindeer were
changed several times; in an early 1860s version of the poem, written as a gift to a friend, they are named "Donder"
and "Blitzen" (with revised punctuation and underlined reindeer names). The relevant part reads:
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name;
"Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!"
When Edmund Clarence Stedman collected the poem in his An American Anthology, 1787–1900, he also used
"Donder" and "Blitzen", italicising the names.
The modern German spelling of "Donner" came into use only in the early twentieth-century, well after Moore's
death.
L. Frank Baum's story The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus (1902) includes a list of ten reindeer, none of which
match the names of the versions found in A Visit from St. Nicholas: Flossie and Glossie are Santa's principal reindeer
and he gathers eight more, named (in rhyming pairs) Racer and Pacer, Fearless and Peerless, Ready and Steady and
Feckless and Speckless. When The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus was adapted into a television special in 1985,
the producers replaced his ten reindeer with eight unnamed reindeer to make the special compatible with Moore’s
poem.
Rudolph's story was originally written in verse by Robert L. May for the Montgomery Ward chain of department
stores in 1939 and published as a book to be given to children in the store at Christmas time. According to this
story, Rudolph's glowing red nose made him a social outcast among the other reindeer. Santa Claus's worldwide
flight one year was imperiled by severe fog. Visiting Rudolph's house to deliver his presents, Santa observed
Rudolph's glowing red nose in the darkened bedroom and decided to use him as a makeshift lamp to guide his sleigh.
Rudolph accepted Santa's request to lead the sleigh for the rest of the night, and he returned home a hero for
having helped Santa Claus. Since the mid-20th century, popular culture has generally recognized Rudolph as Santa’s
Santa's ninth reindeer.
Appearances in popular media:
In Miracle on 34th Street (1947), Kris Kringle tells a shop worker that he has made a mistake with his reindeer,
namely that he has mixed up Cupid and Blitzen, that Dasher should be on the sleigh driver's right hand side and
Donner's antlers have got four points instead of three. All eight reindeer are later named on Mr. Kringle's
employment card as "next of kin."
"Run Rudolph Run" (1958) was recorded by Chuck Berry and was a popular Christmas rock song about Rudolph.
Prancer (1989) concerns a young girl who finds an injured reindeer who she realizes is Prancer. She nurses him back to
health and returns him to Santa.
KC & The Sunshine Band wrote the song Let's Go Dancing With Santa as part of their album A Sunshine Christmas, which
featured Santa and his reindeer.

SANTA CLAUS’S REINDEER Cont’d.
The American Christmas fantasy family comedy-drama film, The Santa Clause (1994) and its sequel The Santa Clause 2
(2002), both featured reindeer, one of which was called Comet.
Reindeer introduced after Rudolph
Popular culture has generally recognised Santa Claus as having nine reindeer; Moore's eight, plus Rudolph since the
mid-20th century. Other film, television, literary and musical works have introduced other reindeer that in part,
because of intellectual property issues, have not been accepted in popular culture to the extent Rudolph has. In
some cases, these reindeer were never intended to appear more than once, such as to substitute for one of the
main reindeer; in others, they serve as relatives, peers or descendants of the nine main reindeer.

In Film
The animated film Annabelle's Wish (1997) tells the story of Annabelle, a young calf who dreams to fly after meeting
Santa and his reindeer. Many years later, in her old age, she is granted her wish and is transformed into a reindeer
herself as she leads Santa's team.
The feature film Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer: The Movie (1998) introduces Mitzi as Rudolph's mother and
Blitzen's wife (as opposed to the Rankin/Bass version, wherein Donner is Rudolph's father and his mother is un
named). It also features two other reindeer: Rudolph's love interest Zoey and his cousin and rival Arrow, the latter
of whom is Cupid's son.
Chet is a young reindeer-in-training who is introduced in the 2002 feature film The Santa Clause 2.
In the film Blizzard (2003), the title character is Blitzen's daughter. The film also includes Delphi, Blitzen's mate and
Blizzard's mother.
In the film Arthur Christmas (2011), Arthur and his grandfather, Grandsanta use a team of reindeer who are the
great-great-grandchildren of the original eight to pull Grandsanta's old sleigh.
In the film Noelle (2019), the protagonist gets help from her "personal" reindeer, a white calf named Snowcone.
In Music:
"Shadrack The Black Reindeer", was recorded by Loretta Lynn for a 1974 Christmas single.
Joe Diffie's album Mr. Christmas (1995) features the song "Leroy the Redneck Reindeer", which is about Rudolph's
cousin.
Australian trio, Tripod wrote the song "Fabian" for their album Fegh Maha (2004) about an arrogant and self-serving
reindeer. The song begins with a list of the reindeer: "You know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, Comet
and Cupid and ... Chopper and Nixon."
In Television:
The stop-motion animated TV special Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964) features Fireball, son of Blitzen, as
one of several reindeer trying out for the sleigh team. Another reindeer is said to be the son of Dasher and struggles
at flying, along with two other reindeer fawns of the same age. A young fawn named Clarice is also featured and
eventually becomes Rudolph's love interest. Donner is portrayed as Rudolph's father while his mother is left un
named.
A stop-motion animated sequel, Rudolph and Frosty's Christmas in July (1979), features an additional antagonist
reindeer named Scratcher, who was originally planned to lead Santa's team before Rudolph was chosen.
In the animated television special Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (1966), the Grinch disguises his dog
Max as a reindeer.
Lightning, from the Sesame Street Christmas special, Elmo Saves Christmas (1996), is a reindeer-in-training.
Olive, the Other Reindeer was the protagonist of a 1997 book and a 1999 TV Christmas special produced by Matt
Groening. The name is a pun from the line all of the other reindeer.. from the Rudolph song.
In the TV special Robbie the Reindeer (1999), the eponymous Robbie is ostensibly assumed to be the son of Rudolph.
His special feature is his nose, which has supernatural powers that allow him to jump and fly farther and faster than
most reindeer.
The South Park Christmas special "Red Sleigh Down" (2002), Santa's sleigh is shot down over Iraq, killing the eight
famous reindeer. The protagonists go to rescue him with Santa's backup team: Steven, Fluffy, Horace, Chantel,
Skippy, Rainbow, Patches and Montel.
The TV series, My Friends Tigger & Pooh, introduced a special Super Sleuth Christmas Movie (2007) that included
Vixen's husband Frost and daughter Holly.
The television special, The Flight Before Christmas (2008), features Niko, a wild reindeer whose mother Oona claims
he was fathered by one of Santa's team. After a falling out with his herd, he runs away to try to meet his father,
learning to fly in the process. His father turns out to be Prancer. A sequel titled Little Brother, Big Trouble: A
Christmas Adventure was released and featured Niko gaining a stepbrother named Jonni, after Oona marries a
Reindeer named Lenni.
Thrasher is a top-secret, oversized reindeer introduced in the Disney TV special Prep & Landing (2009). He leads the
titular "prep and landing" team of elves in a sleigh ahead of Santa Claus' main sleigh and is Dasher's second cousin.
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ

1.
2.
3.

7.
8.
9.

What are the names of the eight reindeer that pull Santa Claus’s sleigh?
Is Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer a male or female?
Which word beginning with 'W' is a tradition where groups of people go from door-to-door singing Christmas
carols?
'We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts we traverse afar'; what's the next six word line of this famous carol
written by John Henry Hopkins in 1857?
Which 1988 American Christmas comedy film has the tagline: 'Bill Murray is back among the ghosts, only this
time, it's three against one'?
Which singer-songwriter born on Christmas Day in 1957, sung one of the most-popular Christmas songs of the
21st century?
Who was the first person to have a Christmas number one (Hint: It was 1952)?
'Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas', was sung by Judy Garland in which 1944 MGM musical?
Which choir had a 1980 hit with ‘There's No One Quite Like Grandma’?

10.
11.

In Western Christian countries when is 'Saint Nicholas' Day'?
Which poem by Clement Clarke Moore helped to create the modern image of Santa Claus?

12.

Pai Natal is Santa Claus in which country?

13.
14.
15.

Which Christmas carol was originally written in Latin as Adeste Fideles?
Which gift from the Magi was commonly used as an anointing oil?
Can you name following people born on Christmas Day from a short description and the year they were born:
(a) English comedian, actor, and radio host (1944);

4.
5.
6.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

(b) Youngest man to reach 10,000 runs in Test cricket (1984);
(c) American actor, Oscar winner and cultural icon (1899); and
(d) Born Denis Charles Pratt, English writer and raconteur (1908)?
Which American state's Spanish translation means 'covered in snow'?
Celebrated by Roman Catholics between 24 and 25 December across Poland, what exactly is 'pasterka'?
Who had a 1958 hit with It's Only Make Believe?
Girls' School was released as a double A-side single with which song?
Who is the youngest artist to have a Christmas number 1?
Name the artist or group who sang Father Christmas Do Not Touch Me.
Name the artist or group who sang Christmas Lights.
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The Headley Heath Riders Association

BHS Info:

'Just A Horse'
by jess schwarcz
From time to time, people tell me 'lighten up, it's just a horse'
From time to time, people tell me, ' a lot of money spent'
From time to time, people tell me, 'it's just a horse'.

The BHS has now released their
publication, believed to be the UK’s
biggest ever equestrian road safety
survey which involved over 7,000
participants. Please use this link if you
would like to read it:
UK’s biggest ever equestrian road safety
study reveals high levels of risk and stress
| British Horse Society (bhs.org.uk)
If there is any other information you
require, whether it be Covid related,
reporting an accident, or simply wanting
to join, please visit the BHS website
here:
The British Horse Society (BHS) | The UK's
Largest Equine Charity

If you really think it's ‘just a horse'
Like 'just a promise, ''just a friend'
Than you can't see the beauty of it all
You just can't see.
The distance travelled, the time spent,
And the costs involved for 'just a horse.'
The reason to rise early in the morning,
Taking those long walks, even when it's pouring.
It's my proudest moments, my only company
The saddest moments and the gentle touch
That gave me a reason to go on.
It's the hopes and dreams and the coming of the future
The fond memories of the past and the unforgettable joy of the coming day.
So…
If you really think it's, 'just a horse'
Like 'just a promise, ''just a friend'
Then you can't see the beauty of it all
You just can't see.
'Just a horse' brings out the best in me
'Just a horse', it gives me who I am and keeping me from being, 'just a girl’,
'just a woman'
'Just another passing being'
I'll smile and nod to agree, knowing deep down I don't
you may think it's 'just a horse, ' but it never will be for me.
If you really think it's, 'just a horse'
Like 'just a promise, ''just a friend'
Than you can't see the beauty of it all
You just can't see.

LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK!
facebook.com/headleyheathridersassociation
And finally...

We would really like you as members to contribute to the Newsletter, so please do feel free to send us
any articles, photos or jokes that you would like to share. You may have done your first dressage or
clinic and want to share your experience with others to encourage them to have a go.
At least let us know whether you have enjoyed an event or not; if we have feedback we will know if
there are areas that need improvement. Perhaps there is a particular event that you would like us to
hold - let us know and we’ll see what we can do.

If you would like to advertise anything in the Newsletter (members only), let us know - it’s free!
We would really appreciate your help at events so that we can continue to run them, so if you are able
to spare even just an hour or two to help at any event, do please let us know. If you would like to help
but feel worried because you don’t know what will be expected of you, please contact us and we will
answer any questions you may have and put your mind at rest. We’re a very friendly bunch, despite
what you might have heard.

You can either contact HHRA at headleyheathridersassociation@yahoo.co.uk
or me directly, at Janetfigg@hotmail.co.uk.
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS
1.

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen

2.

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer must be a female to have those antlers on Christmas Eve

3.
4.

Wasaailing
Field and fountain, moor and mountain (the carol is We Three Kings)

5.

Scrooged

6.
7.

Shane MacGowan
Al Martino

8.
9.

Meet Me in St. Louis
St Winifred's School Choir

10.
11.

6th December
A Visit from St. Nicholas

12.

Portugal

13.
14.
15.

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Myrrh
(a) Kenny Everett
(b) Alastair Cook
(c) Humphrey Bogart
(d) Quentin Crisp

14.
15.
16.

Nevada
Midnight mass
Conway Twitty

17.

Mull of Kintyre

18.

Jimmy Osmond in 1972 with Long Haired
Lover From Liverpool (he was 9 years old)
The Goodies
Cold Play

19.
20.
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